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The ‘Award of Recognition’ acknowledges the important 

role the Museum is fulfilling through:

      The preservation of Luganville’s World War II history; 

      The untold stories being uncovered by the Museum; 

      The dedication of the staff, particularly following  

      tropical Cyclone Harold and the Covid-19 outbreak; 

      And our cooperation and communication of the Museum.

It’s not every day you receive a phone call from the 

Lord Mayor’s office asking whether he could meet 

with Museum staff for a special presentation. 

That’s exactly what happened to South Pacific WWII 

Museum Project Office Manager Lengkon Tokon and 

Support Officer Marina Moli in Luganville.

The Museum team were very much intrigued. What 

was this all about? And the Lord Mayor no less.

Sure enough Lord Mayor Peter Patty came by the 

Museum and Project Development Office to present 

a special award to the South Pacific WWII Museum.

A first for the 
Museum
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The team were absolutely thrilled to accept the award on behalf of the Museum, which came as a total 

surprise to everyone.

The Museum would like to take this opportunity to publicly recognise everyone for their  contributions that 

have made the Museum the success it so richly deserves.

We’d like to thank its Chairman Bradley Wood, Treasurer Bill Widup, Secretary Mayumi Green, Board Members 

Rayman Leung and Mary O’Reilly, Project Manager James Carter, former Project Office Manager Alma Wensi, 

current Project Office Manager Lengkon Tokon, Support Officer Marina Moli,  New Zealand VSA volunteers 

Heather Ware and Kevin McCarthy and American College Intern Allie Cobb.



”

The South Pacific World War II Museum is delighted to 

announce that Navara sponsor, Bank South Pacific (BSP) 

has signed on for a third year. 

In announcing its support for 2020/2021, Ms. Moana 

Korikalo, Head of Retail & Marketing at BSP said, “we are 

delighted to reaffirm our support for such an important 

project. The Museum is doing a wonderful job educating 

the younger and indeed older generations about Vanuatu’s 

vital role in supporting the Allied war effort in the South 

Pacific during World War II.”

Museum Chairman Bradley Wood was thrilled to have 

BSP on board for a third year. “We are very grateful for 

the wonderful assistance we have received from BSP. I 

can’t thank Ms. Korikalo and her team enough for what 

they’ve done to ensure we keep the Museum dream alive, 

particulalry during what are difficult times for everyone.”

We’re extremely grateful 
for BSP’s continued 

support of the  
Museum project.

Bank South Pacific 
continues Museum 
support

Lengkon Tokon - Project Office Manager
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With the Museum shut for the Sanma Day public holiday last month, 

a knock on the front door had the ever busy Project Office Manager 

Lengkon intrigued as to who it might be.

Opening the door, Lengkon was floored to see Vanuatu’s own 

international musical superstar Vanessa Quai standing there, hoping 

for a tour prior to performing in Sanma Provincial Park later that day.  

It seems Vanessa is a big fan of Vanuatu’s history and according to 

Lengkon, almost insisted on seeing the Museum before her show.

Of course Lengkon was only too happy to show Vanessa around. 

The only downside... Lengkon felt completely underdressed for 

such a momentous occasion.

Surprise  
superstar visit
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As promised, this is the untold 

story we were able to discover 

behind one of our recently 

acquired dog tags, Merrill 

Patrick Reagan.

Merrill was born on December 

26, 1914 in Bismarck, North 

Dakota to Patrick J. Reagan and 

Rhoda (Easton) Reagan. He had 

three older sisters. During the 

1920s, the family relocated to 

Minneapolis, Minnesota. Merrill 

graduated from Central High 

School in Minneapolis in 1934. 

He was working for Minneapolis 

Blue Printing Co. when he 

registered for the draft in 1940.

This young man from a town in a state in Northern America bordering USA and Canada who most 

probably had never seen the ocean, was now set to record WWII through photographs in the 

Pacific Theatre. Merrill served aboard the Alabama continuously until August 27, 1945. He was then 

transferred to the battleship USS Massachusetts (BB-59), which he served aboard until June of 

1946. (Continued...)

Merrill married Eleanor 

Woodworth in February of 1941. 

He enlisted in the US Navy 

in early March of 1942. After 

training at Naval Air Station 

(NAS) Pensacola, he was 

transferred to the battleship 

USS Alabama (BB-60) on 

November 28, 1942. 

Merril was primarily a 

photographer, which makes 

sense given his background in 

printing. His father died in 1945 

and his obituary mentions that 

Merrill is a photographer in the 

UInited States Navy.

A Navy career as a photographer on battleships

Merrill Reagan’s dog tag was one of a 

collection of dog tags donated to the 

Museum by Ms. Florence Lengkon in 

Port Vila earlier this year.

A collection worth preserving

Putting the pieces 
together
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Sed Diam Nonummy

On August 27, 1945, Merrill was transferred to 

the battleship USS Massachusetts (BB-59). The 

Massachusetts returned to the US mainland in 

September 1945, but muster rolls include him on the 

ship until June 1946. 

His cemetery interment form from 1961 (shown left), 

indicates he was discharged on September 30, 1945. 

Post war, Merrill and Eleanor had three children, two 

daughters and a son.

Following his time in the Navy, Merrill was employed 

by the Olsen Photo Supply Company. He passed away 

in 1961 at the age of 46. He is buried at Fort Snelling 

National Cemetery in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

A huge thank you to reseracher and historian Donna 

Esposito for tracking down Merrill’s Navy records.

The USS Alabama earned 9 Battle Stars during World 

War II. Merrill Reagan would have been aboard the 

ship for every one of those engagements. 

The ship was initially deployed to the North Atlantic 

in late 1942 before being transferred to the Pacific 

Theatre in August of 1943. 

Records show the ship was in Efate in September 

1943 and December 1943-January 1944. According 

to the ship’s war diary, it was moored at Havannah 

Harbour, Efate from September 14 to 27, 1943, before 

participating in some maneuvers throughout October, 

including voyages into Fiji before departing to 

participate in the Gilbert Islands campaign. 

The Alabama then returned to the New Hebrides, 

arriving at Segond Channel, Espiritu Santo on 

December 12, 1943. It departed for Efate on December 

14 and remained anchored there until January 5, 1944, 

before sailing on to Pearl Harbour.

The USS Alabama began 

initial training to prepare 

the ship’s crew for wartime 

service, first out of Casco 

Bay, Maine in November 

1942 - as is shown in this 

photo - before moving to 

Chesapeake Bay.
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A USS Alabama ‘recognition photograph’.



South Pacific WWII Museum 
Unity Park, Main Street,  

Luganville, Espiritu Santo 
Vanuatu

email: info@southpacificwwiimuseum.com  
web: southpacificwwiimuseum.com
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Project Office Manager Lengkon, beacme their tour 

guide and showed the students around our mini 

museum. They had the opportunity to learn about 

Espiritu Santo’s World War II history, when Luganville 

was home to thousands of US soldiers and sailors. 

They even got to hold some of the exhibits from WWII.

The Museum recently had a visit from Ms. 

Temakon’s Class 5b students from Santo East 

Primary school in Luganville. They came to the 

Museeum as part of their curriculum to learn 

more about the history of where they live.

School’s in at 
the Museum

Local schools are very much embracing the 

history of Espiritu Santo, particularly that of World 

War II. And what better place to find out about 

Santo’s wartime history than at the South Pacific 

WWII Museum in Unity Park.

https://www.facebook.com/SouthPacificWWllMuseum/
https://twitter.com/southpacificww2
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdfaJpOOUX4J1p5IK2kCspQ
https://www.instagram.com/spwwiimuseum/

